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Front cover: Kish Modi was diagnosed with blood cancer in 2023 and is aiming to raise $200,000 for
the Leukaemia Foundation. Kish has also met with Australian Prime Minister the
Hon. Anthony Albanese MP to share his story and raise awareness.

In the spirit of reconciliation with First
Nations peoples of Australia, the
Leukaemia Foundation acknowledges the
Traditional Owners of the Countries on
which we operate.

We acknowledge and respect First Nations
peoples’ spiritual beliefs, connections to
land, sea and communities.

The Leukaemia Foundation pays
our respect to Elders past and
present and extends that respect to

)‘ ) all Traditional Owners across the Nation.
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5‘ il The surrounding artwork was produced by Navada Currie,

F. a Mununjali woman and former Leukaemia Foundation staff member




As | reflect on the past year, | am filled with
pride in the direction the Leukaemia
Foundation is heading. Our vision—to see a
future where no life is lost to blood
cancer—is bold and ambitious, but it is one
we are determined to achieve.

This year, we have laid critical strategic
foundations that will help us move closer to
that goal.

At the heart of our strategic efforts is the
drive to fundamentally change the
landscape of blood cancer treatment and
care in Australia. While our immediate
support services are essential, our long-
term focus is toward creating systemic
change that will have a lasting impact on
patients and their families.

We are committed to leading new
partnerships that will transform how blood
cancer is treated and ultimately put an end
to preventable deaths from blood cancer.

Once again, our investment in innovation
and research has been a cornerstone of
our strategic plan. This year, we allocated
over $3 million to support ground-breaking
research projects that are pushing the
boundaries of what is possible in blood
cancer treatment.

These investments are focused on
advancing innovative therapies and
improving treatment outcomes, not just in
terms of survival, but also in enhancing the
quality of life for patients.

In addition to research, our advocacy
efforts have been a critical area of focus.
We recognise that access to care is not
equal for all Australians, and we are
committed to tackling these inequities
head-on.

We have intensified our work with
government and key stakeholders to
address the postcode lottery that affects so
many Australians living with blood cancer.
Together we must ensure that every
patient, regardless of where they live or
their financial situation, has access to the
best possible care and treatment.

By driving policy changes and pushing for
improved financial support for patients, we
are laying the groundwork for a more
equitable healthcare system.

We have also deepened our collaborations
with research institutions, healthcare
providers and industry leaders to amplify
our collective impact.

These partnerships are crucial in our fight
against blood cancer, allowing us to pool
resources, share knowledge and work
towards shared goals. Together, we are
building a powerful movement for change -
one that will not stop until blood cancer no
longer threatens lives.

I am more confident than ever in our ability
to deliver on our vision.

The road ahead will not be without
challenges, but | believe that with the
strength of our community, our partners,
and our supporters, we can achieve lasting,
transformative change.

Together, we are building a future where
no Australian has to fear blood cancer.
Thank you for standing with us on this
journey.

"W

Lucio Di Giallonardo
Board Chair




The Leukaemia Foundation has gone
through significant change over the last
three years. As we head into the last year
of our Patient First strategy it’'s important to
reflect on the enormous effort made by the
Board and staff to ensure we realise better
outcomes for people living with blood
cancer and, importantly, those who care
for them.

It has been anything but business as usual
as we grow our impact and sharpen our
pencil on things that absolutely matter. The
Leukaemia Foundation has a strong
tradition of meeting the practical and
psychosocial needs of our clients. To that
end we continue to provide
accommodation to people from regional
and rural communities who must leave their
homes to undergo treatment, which is often
as challenging as the cancer itself.

We have made fundamental changes to the
way services are delivered, and we
continue to work with clients to ensure that
we meet their needs as well as those of
their families. The development of our
Consumer Engagement Program has been
instrumental in not only shaping our
services but has influenced the way we
advocate for evidenced-based standards,
new medications and access to clinical
trials. | would like to thank all our
consumers for their invaluable input into
the way we operate.

The Leukaemia Foundation has expanded
its services through online channels to
ensure we reach people regardless of
where they are. We know these channels
have enormous potential for connecting
with more people and empowering them
with information and resources to help
with their blood cancer experience. While
we are only at the beginning of realising
the impact of our online services, we

are committed to providing an
exceptional experience and growing this
into the future.

In the last year we announced a merger
with Bloomhill Cancer Care based on the
Sunshine Coast in Queensland. This is part
of our commitment to extending the reach
of the Leukaemia Foundation into
communities that are outside metropolitan
areas. Bloomhill is a community-based
integrated cancer care centre which was
established in 1997. It's a wonderful
example of bringing services to patients

in the community and out of the

hospital setting. | look forward to sharing
more about this merge in the coming year.

I would like to acknowledge all those
Australians who continue to support the
Leukaemia Foundation through their
businesses and individual fundraising
efforts. Many members of our community
have gone to extraordinary lengths to raise
funds. These funds are making an
enormous difference in the community and
how we are providing necessary support
for people impacted by blood cancer.

And | would also like to acknowledge our
staff who have embraced change over the
last twelve months to ensure that we can
better meet the needs of the community.

Change as we all know is never easy and
I’'m really proud of the way our people have
faced these challenges. This year has been
one of significant operational strength for
the Leukaemia Foundation. Our
commitment to providing vital support to
Australians affected by blood cancer
remains undiminished.

Thank you for your trust, your support, and
your unwavering commitment to helping us
enhance people’s lives during what is
arguably the most significant
challenge a person

can experience.

Chris Tanti
CEO




WHO WE ARE

The Leukaemia Foundation helps Australians with blood cancer. We offer
wraparound health services, fund leading-edge research and campaign for
change alongside our community.

Leukaemia, lymphoma, myeloma — every blood cancer matters to us. We're
here for anyone with any blood cancer, every step of the way.

The Leukaemia Foundation is one of Australia’s most trusted cancer charities,
made up of patients, carers, healthcare professionals, researchers, specialists
and an army of community supporters.

Blood cancers are difficult to detect and complex to treat. Unlike other cancers,
there is no screening for blood cancer, which makes early intervention and
detection challenging. The projected rise in blood cancer presents as one of the
major health and social challenges we face.

About 150,000 Australians are living with blood cancer. It can strike anyone at
any time. Given the paucity of services in regional, rural and remote Australia, it
weighs heaviest on disadvantaged Australians and those living outside of

our cities.

We’re changing that; it’s in our blood. We’ve spent nearly 50 years working with
the community to help solve the challenges faced by people with blood cancer.

And we’re not stopping until together we reach the day when zero lives are lost
to blood cancer.

Our purpose
To improve the quality of life of all those impacted by blood cancer

Our vision
Zero lives lost to blood cancer by 2035

Our values

Be




A PATIENFFIRST
STRATEGY

Evidence shows when patients and their families are supported by the Leukaemia
Foundation they experience a significant improvement in their quality of life.

Cancer treatment is toxic and can go on to have life-long impacts that must continue to
be managed.

This year, as part of our 2021-2025 Patient First strategy we continued our laser focus
on delivering outcomes to help more Australians survive their blood cancer diagnosis

and live well, no matter the stage of their disease.

We honed our work across the strategy’s four strategic pillars:

IMPROVE THE LIVED BLOOD

CANCER EXPERIENCE FOR ALL

LEAD THE BLOOD
CANCER COMMUNITY

n GROW SUPPORT

AND FUNDING

OPTIMISE OUR

ORGANI SATI ONGS HEA



IMPACT

SNAPSHOT

Using our strategic pillars as a foundation for impact, we defined six priorities

in 2023-24 to improve the patient experience.

1. Increase service reach & equity

40,000 £62,139

Annual increase in patient interactions with Leukaemia
Foundation health services team

550 £876

Annual increase in patients accessing
Leukaemia Foundation accommodation

2. Grow & diversify revenue

$3.6m

New funding from the Australian
Government for our telehealth services

$24.2m

Raised by generous supporters to
help people with blood cancer

3. Increase awareness &
reputation

42% £47%

Increase in annual brand
familiarity score

8%~=17%

news coverage

Australian Charity Reptrak 2023-24

4. Refresh research strategy

36

Projects currently supported by our
National Research Program

4

New priority research areas identified
Understanding the biology of blood cancers;
diagnostics & prevention; therapies & care
options; and Implementation science

5. Sharpen focus on regional &
remote Australia

1 million

Estimated number of people living within
the locations of our new regional, rural and
remote cancer control program, due to
launch late 2024

6. Improve productivity & efficiency

83%

Above industry benchmark
Pride and Purpose (Voice of Team) score

87%

Above industry benchmark
Direct Team Engagement (Voice of Team) score



234

Consumer
Engagement

Group Members

Every voice and
experience
matters..

Our Consumer Engagement Program

(CEP) is a testament to this commitment.

By bringing together those directly
impacted by the issues we champion,
we ensure real experiences shape our
vision and guide our work.

This diverse group, from all walks of life,

plays a vital role in steering our
initiatives, grounding our efforts in lived
experiences, and ensuring solutions are
relevant, compassionate, and effective.

Glenys Davidson survived blood
cancer and is now an active member

—

of the Leu
Consumer En

The insights and feedback from our CEP
influence what we do, from advocacy to
program development.

It helps us stay in tune with the evolving
needs of our community.

The program is open to those in a
survivorship or chronic phase, giving
patients, caregivers and those bereaved
an opportunity to share their lived
experience with us.

Unlike a support group, it brings CEP
members together to hear updates from
the charity, opportunities to get involved
in our work, as well as hear from

guest speakers.




INFORMATION
SUPPORT

Providing trusted information about blood cancer

The Leukaemia Foundation provides clear and reliable information for
people living with blood cancer and their family and friends, as well as

health professionals.

This year we continued to provide enhanced information about all types of blood
cancers, as well as information relevant to every aspect of the blood cancer
experience, from diagnosis to treatment and beyond into survivorship.

We also produce accessible information tailored to many of the priority groups
as outlined in the Australian Cancer Plan, including First Nations people and
culturally and linguistically diverse communities.

24,129

Printed resources
distributed to
patients and
healthcare
professionals

1,438

People attended
our online

education events
or support groups

2,849

Streams of our
Talking Blood
Cancer Podcast
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MORE POWER TO YOU

Taking charge of cancer-related fatigue

Facing a blood cancer diagnosis is
tough, and managing fatigue is one
of the hardest parts of the journey—
something many people don’t

talk about.

That’s why the Leukaemia
Foundation has launched Australia’s
first digital Energy Coach, a

unique online tool designed to
support people experiencing
cancer-related fatigue.

The Energy Coach offers free, easy
and practical advice to help manage
energy levels, improve wellbeing,
and stay active.

Built with the guidance of experts
and with real experiences from
blood cancer patients, the Energy
Coach meets people where they are
- whether they're just starting
treatment or are in recovery.

More than 80% of people with blood
cancer say fatigue is one of their
biggest challenges.

By offering personalised solutions,
the Energy Coach aims to reduce
that impact, helping people regain
some independence and feel more
like themselves. The feedback has
been incredible; many have shared
that it helps them feel understood
and empowered.

]|

When | was diagnosed with blood cancer,
fatigue was not a side effect that was widely
spoken about. | believe that more information,
education, and support needs to be available
for Australians experiencing fatigue so that
they can manage it to the best of their ability.

Former Queensland Premier and newly appointed
Leukaemia Foundation Ambassador, Hon. Anna Bligh AC
(also pictured below at the launch of our Energy Coach)
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Online support
groups help
patients not
receiving treatment

For many Australians living with blood
cancer, active treatment isn't always the
immediate course of action.

Instead, some face a unique and often
challenging experience known as ‘watch
and wait’. This approach involves carefully
monitoring the progression of the disease
without immediate intervention.

To support those in this phase, the
Leukaemia Foundation this year launched
a new Watch and Wait Online Support
Group, providing an invaluable lifeline to
those navigating the complexities of

this experience.

Many people experience uncertainty being
in a ‘holding pattern’, not knowing if or
when they may need treatment.

It can be hard to relate to others having
chemotherapy or get the level of
understanding or support you need
from others.

N T

Those in this new group discuss the
physical and psychological effects of this
approach, providing an opportunity to
share with others who may relate to this
experience.

The group has been set up for people like
Theresa Webb (pictured), who says she
“wasn’t taking any medication at all, and |
was doing really well” before her blood
cancer became more aggressive.

Sharing her story on our popular
Talking Blood Cancer podcast, this year
in its fourth season, Theresa also
explained how, during her recovery,
incredibly, her eldest daughter was also
diagnosed with blood cancer.



PRACTICAL
SUPPORT

Alleviating cost of living pressures

A blood cancer diagnosis can place
immense financial strain on individuals
and families.

With treatments often requiring frequent People provided
hospital visits, costly medications, and financial
extended time off work, managing the assistance

associated expenses can be overwhelming.

Our Health Services are designed to alleviate
some of these financial burdens, ensuring

that no one must face blood cancer alone,
especially in times of financial distress. y

Through this program, we provide direct People provided
financial support for those affected by transport
blood cancer, helping cover essential assistance

living expenses.

Our team of healthcare professionals also
offers guidance on various financial support
options and helps connect individuals with
the services they may be eligible for.

This support has allowed patients and their
loved ones to focus on recovery and
well-being by minimising the stress of
financial hardship.



ADVOCATING FOR
FINANCIAL SUPPORT

Helping more patients travel to treatment

Patient-assisted travel schemes (PATS) are
important programs that help make
transport and accommodation more
affordable for those who must travel for
treatment and care.

They are administered by the states and
territories and this year we’ve continued to
advocate for blood cancer patients who are
ineligible for PATS but still face significant
barriers to receiving life-saving treatment.

Without subsidy for travel and
accommodation many patients, especially
those who live regionally and rurally,
experience significantly poorer health
outcomes because they simply can’t
access critical care.

This year, on behalf of the blood cancer
community, we undertook a number of
activities to help make positive change:

A Dispatched a letter to the Queensland
Treasurer and Health Minister alongside
like-minded organisations requesting an
increase to the state’s Patient Travel
Subsidy Scheme.

A Joined Cancer Council South Australia’s
PATS roundtable discussion and signed
a joint letter to the SA Minister for Health
and Wellbeing to improve PATS.

A Delivered ongoing PATS advocacy via
submissions to relevant consultations,
such as those for state-based cancer
plans.

This year, the Hon Mark Butler MP, Minister for Health and Aged
Care (pictured second right), visited our Adelaide Blood Cancer
Centre to hear about the challenges faced by regional patients

g Sag
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Accommodation relief

Little Alex lives with his mum and
dad, Breeanna and Kyle, and their two
dogs in the regional town of Shepparton.

But aged just 21 months, Alex was
diagnosed with blood cancer.

For the next 11 months, hospital became
Alex’s whole world. He would spend
several days in hospital at a time, receiving
chemotherapy and other critical care.

Like so many regional families who
receive a blood cancer diagnosis, Alex
and Breeanna needed to urgently
relocate to a major city for

Alex's treatment.

876

Families provided
accommodation
assistance

It wasn’t cheap to stay near the hospital
and the family quickly used up their
savings. At the same time, Breeanna had
to give up work to care for Alex.

Fortunately, Breeanna found out about the
Leukaemia Foundation’s accommodation
service, which helped more than 850
families like Breeanna’s this year.

They moved into a two-bedroom
apartment close to the hospital. It was a
relief to be just a five-minute drive from
the care Alex so urgently needed.

"We didn't have to worry anymore,” says
Breeanna.“It was a relief because we
didn't have to try to find the money to pay
for the accommodation.”

44,2380

Nights of
accommodation
provided



EMOTIONAL
SUPPORT

Individualised psychosocial support for all

We believe no one should face
blood cancer alone.

Our team of healthcare professionals
plays a vital role in offering tailored,
one-to-one support to individuals and
their loved ones.

These dedicated team members are
at the heart of our supportive care
services, providing compassionate
guidance throughout every stage of
the blood cancer journey.

As well as providing information and
practical support, our team specialises
in offering emotional support to those
affected by blood cancer.

Whether a patient has just received a
diagnosis, is navigating treatment or
facing survivorship, our team is there
to provide personalised care that
meets their needs.

This personalised support has helped
individuals and families feel less
isolated, more informed, and better
equipped to navigate living with and
beyond blood cancer.

5,359

People assisted by our
Health Services team

62,139

Interactions
delivered by our
Health Services team



DRIVING
SYSTEMS CHANGE

Delivering targeted advocacy and greater awareness

A core part of our mission is New listings on the Pharmaceutical

campaigning to make change for Benefits Scheme (PBS) also now

people with blood cancer. include important treatments for
multiple myeloma, chronic

We advocate for better policies, lymphocytic leukaemia and acute

better access to new and myeloid leukaemia, benefiting

innovative treatments, better many more patients.

diagnostics and, ultimately, better
outcomes so that more people live
through blood cancer and live well.

This year we have continued to ! .’

advocate for:

New blood cancer
A Better access to treatments for Optimql Care

patients by advocating for new Pathways launched
treatment pathways, and subsidy
of new treatments

A The development and consistent

application of national standards
A Empowering patients to make
informed choices through -

patient reported outcomes and

national consumer navigation New funding from the
services Australian

A A robust and thriving blood Government for our
cancer research sector telehealth services

Key successes include $3.6 million
funding for our telehealth services;
the Government's announcement
of $4.2 million for the Australian
Bone Marrow Donor Registry; new
MBS genomic items for blood
cancer tests; and the launch of five
new Optimal Care Pathways with
the Blood Cancer Taskforce.



y led the development of the n

SUPPORTING
DEVELOPMENT OF
NATIONAL STANDARDS

This year the Leukaemia Foundation
continued to support the blood cancer
conversation within the sector, including
through secretariat support and co-
chairing of the national Blood

Cancer Taskforce.

Five new life-saving Optimal Care
Pathways (OCPs) were delivered through
the Taskforce, including consumer guides,
which were also translated into eight
languages to facilitate access to
information for linguistically-diverse
patient groups.

The latest OCPs, including Quick
Reference Guides and Guides to Best
Cancer Care, are now publicly available on
the Cancer Council website
cancer.org.au/OCP.

They include OCPs and guides for:

A Acute lymphoblastic leukaemia (ALL)

A AL amyloidosis

A Cutaneous T-cell lymphoma (CTCL)

A Myeloproliferative neoplasms (MPN)

A Waldenstrésm’s macroglobulinaemia (WM)

=] |

PN Op re Pathway

The Guides to Best Cancer Care were
developed together with clinician and
patient input to ensure they were
relevant and valuable to newly
diagnosed patients.

We have also supported the development
of a new draft National Optimal Care
Pathways Framework. We prepared a
written submission and attended a
consultation held by the Department of
Health and Aged Care.

!

The National Optimal Care Pathways
Framework was identified as a priority in
the Australian Cancer Plan:

“ The Australian Cancer Plan gives
priority to the establishment of a
National Optimal Care Pathways
Framework. A nationally consistent
framework for OCPs is needed to
standardise the approach to
developing, updating, adapting,
evaluating and embedding OCPs into
cancer care. This framework will assist
health professionals and health services
to deliver optimal care that is
consistent, safe, high-quality,
evidence-based and culturally
appropriate.



SHARPENING FOCUS
ON REGIONAL AND
REMOTE AUSTRALIA

Ending the postcode

It's estimated around 28%
of Australians live in
regional and remote areas,
yet they account

for 41% of all blood

cancer patients.

Unacceptably, blood cancer
health outcomes for rural
and remote Australians are
significantly worse

than for those in
metropolitan centres.

More than a third of blood
cancer patients experience
a delay in getting
diagnosed, and we know a
lack of understanding and
recognition of blood cancer
symptoms contributes to
these delays.

Rural Australians also face
longer waits for care and
must navigate greater
distances to receive the
specialist healthcare

they need.

lottery for an equitable experience

Modelling suggests that
removing blood cancer
care variations between
metropolitan and regional
areas could save more
than 7,000 lives between
2022-2035.

To address the unique
needs of regional, rural, and
remote Australians, a
priority population
identified in the Australian
Cancer Plan, this year the
Leukaemia Foundation
began development of a
regional blood cancer
control program, supporting
the timely diagnosis of
blood cancer and
enhancing post-treatment
support through primary
healthcare services.

The program is an
innovative model of care
that will build the capacity
of local primary healthcare
professionals other than
GPs (e.g. allied health staff
and nurses) to recognise
blood cancer signs and
symptoms so patients can
be directed to their GP
without delay.

It will also enhance support
to GPs at the point of care
through a digital triage tool
and ‘phone a friend’ consult
with a specialist.

The proposed program will
establish a shared-care
model between tertiary and
primary healthcare
services, to ensure
adequate and appropriate
post-treatment support for
patients when they return
to their homes in regional,
rural and remote settings.

The program should create
a new cancer control
methodology, and the
lessons of the program will
be useful to develop cancer
control strategies for other
non-screenable cancers.

It's proposed the two-year
program will begin in late
2024 in a mix of regional,
rural, remote and very
remote locations in
collaboration with health
service partners and
primary health networks.



TACKLING THE BIG
POLICY CHALLENGES

Providing advice and leadership on behalf of patients

Each year we deliver Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Cancer Plan Draft
important submissions and Inquiry into equitable access to diagnosis and treatment for
commentary 1o hel.p individuals with rare and less common cancers

articulate the specific needs

of blood cancer patients South Australia Cancer Plan: Response to draft plan
to policymakers. Country SA PHN Health Access & Equity Framework Survey

Unleashing the potential of our workforce - Scope of Practice

This year, with input from the
blood cancer community, we Victorian Cancer Plan 2024-2028 Submission
provided submissions

to 15 separate consultations: Blood Cancer Sector Pre-Budget Submission

Use of genetic testing in life insurance underwriting

Medicines Repurposing Program implementation update and

targeted consultation: Proposed program framework & criteria

Health Technology Assessment Policy and Methods Review -
Consultation 2

Scope of Practice Review - Issues Paper 1 Public Submissions

Co-design of an Enhanced Consumer Engagement Process for
health technology assessment

Draft National Optimal Care Pathways (OCP) Framework

Public consultation on the refresh of the National Strategic
Framework for Chronic Conditions

Draft Queensland Cancer Plan

Our Head of Government Relations and Policy, Andrew Mosley, presented the issues faced by blood cancer patients at CanForum 2024




RESEARCH &
INNOVATION

Accelerating better treatments and care

The Leukaemia Foundation has
committed funds to research
innovation that drives advancements
in new diagnostics, treatments and
novel therapies, supporting the
careers of promising scientists and
clinicians and giving Australians
access to global clinical trials.

Our overarching aim is to fund high-
impact research by concentrating our
resources on projects with broad
potential for all people living with
blood cancer.

We have turned our attention to
investment in innovation: in diagnosis,
treatments and improving quality of life
across the blood cancer spectrum.

The Leukaemia Foundation has been
supporting Australian blood cancer
research for close to 25 years,
committing more than $61 million to
research since 2000.

Our National Research Program has
the following research priorities:

A Understanding the biology of
blood cancers

A Diagnostics and prevention

A Therapies and care options

A Implementation science

9

New research
projects funded

More than

$3.3m

Committed to
new research

36

Projects currently
supported by our
National Research
Program

$61.2m

Committed to blood
cancer research
since 2000



MAKING THE
BREAKTHROUGH

New Fellowships program to transform lives

We know every significant innovation
in blood cancer comes as a direct
result of investment in people and
research. This is why we’ve invested
in research and career development
for close to 25 years.

In 2023-24, the Leukaemia Foundation
made one of its most significant
investments into blood cancer
research, with the launch of the
Breakthrough Fellowship program.

The Fellowships, supported by Tour
de Cure, provide funding of

$1 million over five years for Australia’s
next generation of leaders in blood
cancer research.

i,
DE
CURE

v

The Fellowships represent the
Leukaemia Foundation’s commitment
to investing in Australia’s brightest
researchers and clinicians, to
undertake cutting-edge research right
here in Australia.

The two inaugural Breakthrough
Fellowships recipients, Dr Ashwin
Unnikrishnan and Associate Professor
Ashley Ng, are established
researchers, recognised and assessed
by their peers, who have made
significant contributions to the way we
treat and care for people living with
blood cancer.

The Fellowships will allow both
researchers to lead and shape blood
cancer research in the future,
transforming the lives of people facing
blood cancer.




NEXT GENERATION
SEQUENCING

Developing state-of-the-art genomic technologies

The Leukaemia Foundation
is committed to developing
strategic partnerships with
researchers who share

our vision and whose

work aligns with our
priorities. Through these
partnerships we will
leverage our research
investment and strengthen
the blood cancer
innovation ecosystem.

In 2018, the Leukaemia
Foundation co-funded
ground-breaking genomic
research with SA Genomics
Health Alliance. The aim
was to develop state-of-the
art molecular genomic
cancer testing. Concluding
in 2023, the research has
now transformed diagnostic
monitoring in Australia,
enabling the provision of
precision medicine and
improved patient outcomes.

The Need for Rapid and
Accurate Testing

Acute myeloid leukaemia
(AML) is a devastating
disease with poor
prognosis. More than 1,200
Australians are diagnosed
each year. Determining the
optimal treatment approach
is in part reliant on testing
of genetic markers looking
for gene mutations.

Requiring rapid testing
results in a matter of days,
testing methods have
essentially remained the
same since they were
introduced nearly two
decades ago. New genetic
techniques such as next
generation sequencing
(NGS) have not been widely
adopted for rapid AML
testing due to high cost and
long workflow times.

This project aimed to
develop a ‘next generation
sequencing’ test using
genomic technologies. Prior
to this project, the industry
standard test could detect
blood cancer when the
blood cancer cells
represented 10% of the cells
in a patient’s blood or

bone marrow.

This project would provide
the capacity to identify
mutations in 41 clinically
relevant genes at the same
time and detect mutations
present in as little as 4% of
blood or bone marrow cells
from patients. The project
also aimed to develop
specific genetic tests that
allow more sensitive
detection of mutations in
even smaller numbers of
leukaemic blood cells.

Real-World Impact on
Clinical Practice

SA Genomics Health
Alliance, led by Prof. Anna
Brown, has designed,
tested and validated a new
rapid AML test, with
reduced cost and a short
workflow of 24 hours. In
addition to AML, this
technology is being used to
deliver the testing of five
new Medicare services
available for testing of
myeloproliferative
neoplasms, a group of rare
blood cancers that start in
the bone marrow.

SA Genomics Health
Alliance team have also
validated a comprehensive
genomic profiling test that
assists in identifying new
treatment opportunities for
people living with all types
of blood cancers.

Now available for standard
of care clinical use, the test
is being used to screen
blood cancer patients in
clinical trials and is also
being used for the genomic
profiling of patients with
other cancers.



GROWING A
COMMUNITY WITH
A SHARED PASSION

The Leukaemia Foundation is
building a powerful movement for
change, and this year even more
Australians, from all walks of life,
joined our mission to help more
people survive blood cancer and
live a better quality of life.

People chose to support our cause
in lots of different ways this year,
including by donating through our
appeals; regular giving program,
The Giving Cell; or payroll at work.
Many also chose to fundraise
themselves among family and
friends by holding special events or
completing tough challenges.

Our business partners and event
sponsors also played a critical role
in our impact story this year, with
meaningful and lasting
contributions to our mission.

But fundraising is about more than

raising money; it's about creating a
community of hope and support for
those affected by blood cancer.

Every dollar raised helps provide
crucial services, from
accommodation for rural patients to
support groups that guide

families through the toughest times.

It also funds innovative research
that drives us closer to achieving
our goal of zero lives lost to blood
cancer by 2035.

With the dedication of our
supporters, we’re not just
responding to the needs of
today but creating a better future
for tomorrow.

Together, we are making a real
difference in the lives of thousands
of Australians. Thank youl!

$24.2m

Raised to help people
with blood cancer
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L-R Leukaemia Foundation Chair Lucio Di Giallonardo, Leukaemia Foundation CEO Chris Tanti, blood cancer survivor Sophie Patnicroft-
Gray and Bridgestone Australia’s Head of Sustainability Jo Hayes, celebrate 10 years of Adelaide’s Blood Cancer Centre.

Driven to make Our CEO Chris Tanti said: “Bridgestone’s
a difference continued unwavering support means our
ability to deliver services to the blood

This year we joined long-time partner cancer community is significantly improved.

Bridgestone Australia to celebrate a decade

of our accommodation centre in Adelaide. We're delighted to be able to celebrate this

decade of the Leukaemia Foundation
Bridgestone Blood Cancer Centre
alongside our long-term friends and
partners at Bridgestone.”

Since opening in October 2013, the
Leukaemia Foundation Bridgestone Village
has provided more than 35,156 nights of
accommodation to more than 337 families
from at least 28 regions throughout South
Australia, the Northern Territory, Victoria
and New South Wales.

Bridgestone Australia has held naming
rights of the centre since its opening. It’s a
key part of an incredible longstanding
partnership with the Leukaemia Foundation,

As part of the decade milestone now in its 37th year.

celebrations, we announced a new name for
the village, which is now known as the
Leukaemia Foundation Bridgestone Blood
Cancer Centre.
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