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"Thank you, for 
giving us a home 

to heal Harley"
Read more ⊲
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LIFEBLOOD
Beating blood cancer together



Not many people describe getting appendicitis as 
a blessing, but for Harley Royce that’s exactly how 
things turned out.

A week before Christmas, Harley was admitted to 
hospital after a wayward jump from his daughter 
caused his appendix to burst.

A routine biopsy then revealed Harley had Burkitt’s 
lymphoma, an aggressive and fast-growing 
form of lymphoma that presents as a rapidly                
enlarging tumour. 

“During the month between getting my appendix 
removed and my first PET scan, the tumour had 
grown from nothing to the size of a softball,” 
explains Harley. “There were no warning signs, I 
only started getting symptoms at the end of January 
with really bad pains in my abdomen and terrible 
back aches from the tumour pushing on my spine.”  

The diagnosis was a big shock to the whole family 
who live in country town Geraldton, a good five hour 
drive north of Perth where Harley needed to receive 
life-saving treatment.

“I just burst out in tears and a million questions ran 
through my mind,” remembers wife, Jess. 

With three young children, Adelaide (7), William (5) 
and Belle (1), having to uproot the entire family to 
Perth seemed daunting, but necessary – especially 
considering treatment could take up to six months. 

“My first thought was that Harley would not be 
going through that gruelling treatment by himself, 
we all needed to be there to support him. My 
second thought was how the kids would cope with 
the changes from the chemo, I just think it would’ve 
scared them to only see him every three weeks, it 
would be too big a shock,” says Jess.  

Thanks to our generous supporters, the Leukaemia 
Foundation’s brand new Stirling Cross Apartments 
had just opened, with Harley and family amongst 

the first occupants. “I just couldn’t believe these 
apartments existed, I kept asking the staff ‘so you’re 
definitely not going to tell me it’s time to go after 
four weeks’ and they just said ‘this is your home for 
as long as you need it.’” 

“The Leukaemia Foundation team made it as easy 
as possible – Kelly came around every two weeks 
to see how we were doing and I could message her 
whenever I wanted.    

“I basically spent those first two weeks in tears 
overwhelmed by the kindness and support we 
were shown by basic strangers. I just want to thank 
everyone who supports the Leukaemia Foundation, 
what you did for our family is unbelievable,” says 
Jess. 

After six months and six rounds of gruelling 
chemotherapy for Harley, the family was able 
to return to Geraldton. Harley is confident the 
treatment has worked its magic and is feeing 
stronger every day. 

“Because of the nature of Burkitt’s, the cancer 
cells don’t just lay dormant in the system, they will 
present pretty rapidly and if it had come back I 
would be feeling it by now,” says Harley. “We’re just 
waiting for my final PET scan in October which will 
give me the all clear.” 

Since returning home the family is keen to support 
others who find themselves in a similar situation. 

“When we first got back our friends kept asking 
to fundraise for us, but we both said ‘no way’, we 
are happy for you to fundraise but please do it for 
the charities who helped us like the Leukaemia 
Foundation,’” says Jess. 

“We wouldn’t have got through the last six months 
without other people’s donations to the Leukaemia 
Foundation, we wouldn’t have had access to those 
incredible services, and we wouldn’t have had a             
a home!" 

generous 
support 
overwhelms 
regional 
family 



The Leukaemia Foundation’s essential services 
in Western Australia will now be based in one 
central location for the first time. The Stirling 
Cross Apartments based at Innaloo opened its 
doors in January to provide families with vital 
accommodation when they are forced to relocate 
to Perth for life-saving treatment.

Bill Petch, CEO said the new units represent a 
significant milestone for the Leukaemia Foundation 
supporting West Australians living with blood cancer.

“With the co-location of accommodation with our 
blood cancer support services and administration 
office, we will be close at hand in a brand new, safe 
and secure ‘home-away-from-home’, with incredible 

amenities and, importantly, all major treatment 
hospitals accessible within 25 minutes of the 
complex. Thank you to all our supporters who have 
made this possible," says Mr Petch. 

Thank you to our major supporters who gave 
generously to the project:

Adrian and Michela Fini 

The Burgon Family 

The Torelli Family 

The Ricciardi Family 

Lotterywest 

Famous Pacific Shipping 

CBH Group

new home base 
opens in perth

Anyone can leave a gift in Will, no matter the 
size these gifts pave the way for securing a 
blood cancer free future.

After losing their only daughter, Carly, to 
lymphoma at the tender age of 17, Queensland 
couple Tom and Lindy Barton knew only too 
well how the support and care of the Leukaemia 
Foundation can mean so much to families facing 
a blood cancer diagnosis.

“We felt this gift was something we could do to 
repay the wonderful care we received from the 
Leukaemia Foundation and ensure other families 
will continue to receive the same support at a 
time when they need it most,” Tom said.

“We are not wealthy people, so felt a gift in 
Will was the perfect way we could provide 
meaningful support into the future.”

⊲ To learn more about how your gift in Will can 
help beat blood cancer please contact   
Emma Quigley on 0435 962 162 or email 
equigley@leukaemia.org.au

Make your mark with      
a gift in Will



first national blood 
cancer conference 
to be broadcast 
across Australia

You may have heard about a disease called Graft 
vs Host, affecting 50 – 70% of allogeneic bone 
marrow or stem cell transplant recipients. In Graft 
vs Host disease, or GVHD, the donated cells 
from a transplant view the recipient’s body as 
foreign and attack it. Together with opportunistic 
infections, GVHD accounts for most transplant-
related deaths. 

New treatment approaches to better prevent and 
treat GVHD are urgently needed. 

In an exciting development and with the support 
of generous donations, the Leukaemia Foundation 
has announced a one million dollar investment 
into the Centre for Blood Transplant and Cell 
Therapy (CBTCT). 

The CBTCT has received Centre for Research 
Excellence status and funding by the National 
Health and Medical Research Council (NH&MRC) 
to develop a world class, multi-centre approach to 
design and deliver improved therapies for people 
with blood cancers.

As the only non-government organisation to 
support this project, we are thrilled to join the 
CBTCT partnership with the potential to create 
better outcomes for GVHD including:

 » changing clinical practice for treating transplant 
recipients who have GVHD

 » discovering biomarkers with diagnostic, 
prognostic and predictive power, to prevent 
GVHD

 » using novel agents to reduce blood cancer 
relapse and improve patient survival.

Keep an eye out for further exciting updates as 
this project progresses.  

Research brings  
new hope

Leukaemia Foundation

Blood Cancer 
Conference

08/09/18

In a national first, leaders in blood cancer research, 
treatment and wellbeing will gather in Melbourne 
this September at the Leukaemia Foundation’s 
Blood Cancer Conference during Blood Cancer 
Awareness Month. This inaugural national 
conference for people living with blood cancer will 
present knowledge and expertise across a range of 
blood cancer disease topics.  

While spaces filled quickly, we are thrilled to 
announce this important education opportunity will 
be available to everyone. 

Thanks to supporters and our generous funding 
partners, Tour de Cure, all key conference sessions 
will be recorded and shared on our website. 

This special grant was awarded to the Leukaemia 
Foundation to ensure the event is accessible to a 
national audience through digitised content, social 
media engagement and web-based delivery. 

⊲ If you would like to be kept 
updated on information about the 
conference, please register your 
interest on our 2018 conference 
website here: leukaemia.org.au/
blood-cancer-conference-2018 

Dr Siok They is one of five chief Australian investigators for 
the CBTCT.



thank you aisling! 
australia's No.1 Dry 
July Fundraiser
More than 1160 supporters across the country 
decided to jump on the wagon this year as 
part of Dry July fundraising for the Leukaemia 
Foundation. 

We were delighted to be selected as one of Dry 
July’s five main beneficiary charities in 2018 and 
even more thrilled to see our supporters’ amazing 
fundraising. Dry July challenges participants to go 
alcohol-free for a month and raise funds for people 
affected by cancer. 

The No.1 Dry July fundraiser in Australia, Aisling 
Osborne, raised an amazing $30,000 with the 
Leukaemia Foundation as her chosen charity. 

 “My husband was diagnosed with a blood cancer in 
September 2017 so it was a great way to fundraise 
for the cause, keep off the drink for a bit and share 
our story,” says Aisling. 

“I set my target quite low to begin with at just 
$1000. But when I started spreading the word in 
my workplace, with my clients and on social media 
things just took off. 

“I was very lucky that one of my clients, who got me 
to my initial target, pledged to keep me at the top 
spot. I found out later his father had leukaemia too.

“You just never know who else has been affected 
and the most unlikely people will often surprise you 
with the most generous donations.”

Dry July funds raised will go directly towards our 
accommodation program nationally. Dry July has 
supported the Leukaemia Foundation for the last 
two years granting over $75,000. 

Thank you to everyone who went dry this July and 
helped provide a home-away-from-home to families 
living with blood cancer. Read more at  
www.leukaemia.org.au/dry-july

Aisling Osbourne.

thank you for 20 years of world's 
greatest shave
We are so blown away by our enthusiastic 
shavers across the country who raised an 
amazing $16.6 million this year to support people 
living with blood cancer. Thank you to everyone 
who has helped us reach this milestone of 20 
years shaving to beat blood cancer.

Chris Schiavello was our highest fundraiser with 
a massive $55k raised! Chris is passionate about 
using his networks in the construction industry to 
garner support for a cause close to his heart.

“We approached our clients, contractors 
and suppliers and said ‘instead of taking us 
out to lunch or sending gifts please donate 
to my Shave page; it's money better spent,”                 
says Chris.

Thank you to everyone involved 
for making our 20th year so 
memorable!

P.S. A special message from 
Chris – “if you’re thinking 
about shaving in 2019, do 
it - it’s easy…just a simple 
hair cut to help people 
out, so why wouldn’t 
you?” We’re already 
working on making the 
2019 World’s Greatest 
Shave campaign bigger 
and better. Keep an eye 
out later this year for all 
the details.
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We hope you’ll join us 
to Light the Night!
We’d love to see you at this year’s Light the Night 
- the Leukaemia Foundation’s beautiful evening 
lantern walk, where Australians come together and 
transform the darkness into a sea of glowing light to 
beat blood cancer. This October, more than 35,000 
people will gather to walk at Light the Night events 
across the country, raising funds for vital research 
to support Australians with blood cancer. You can 
read more and register for this spectacular event at 
lightthenight.org.au

Light the Night events wouldn’t be possible without 
the support of our partners including Bridgestone 
Australia and Philips Lighting. Thanks to their 
support, the Leukaemia Foundation will continue to 
Light up Australia in 2018 to beat blood cancer.

Bridgestone
“Our continued support of the Leukaemia Foundation 
forms a core part of our business in Australia, and it 
gives us great delight that you share our passion for the 
incredible work the Leukaemia Foundation undertakes. 
On behalf of everyone at Bridgestone and our network 
of stores, thank you for your support of Light the Night 
and your efforts in raising awareness and funds for the 
Leukaemia Foundation. This is my first Light the Night 
as Bridgestone Australia and New Zealand Managing 
Director and I look forward to supporting everyone to help 
light the way for Australian families facing blood cancer 
as well as continuing Bridgestone’s involvement with this 
great event.” 

Stephen Roche, Managing Director Australia & New 
Zealand

Philips Lighting
 “As the global leader in intelligent lighting systems, 
Philips Lighting is extremely proud and excited to 
be the Major Partner of the Leukaemia Foundation’s 
Light the Night campaign again in 2018. In support 
of this partnership, $1.00 will be donated once again 
to the Leukaemia Foundation from every Philips LED 
light bulb sold in Woolworths nationally during a 
four-week period in September and October.” 

David Gardner, Country Manager Philips Lighting 
Australia & New Zealand

Light the Night with 
Bridgestone by purchasing a 
set of blue valve caps for your 
car, truck or bike for only $3.

Available in stores across Australia throughout September/October. 


